
RFI 

QUESTIONS WITH ANSWERS 

 
Item   Questions    Answers  
 

1 Specification Section 01 00 00 
paragraph 1.27.A calls for contractor to 
"complete approximately 200 square 
feet of space in building accessible from 
ground level without use of elevators for 
storage of certain materials and 
equipment by Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  Provide such space with 
adequate light, ventilation and heat in 
season and locks for adequate security. 
 Contractor shall also install and 
connect portion of nearest specified fire 
protection system including all 
apparatus for instant use to provide 
water for adequate fire protection of 
storage space.”  There are no plans or 
specifications provided to the contractor 
for this 200 SF Storage Building.  We 
assume this new storage building is not 
required unless plans and specifications 
are provided to contractor’s pre-bid 
indicating the requirements for the 
building.  Contractors would need at 
least civil, structural, architectural, 
mechanical, electrical, fire alarm plans 
and specifications to bid and build the 
storage building.  If this is not a correct 
understanding, please clarify otherwise. 

The storage space is not required. 

2 Section 08 34 53 Security Doors and 
Frames specify Steel Doors and Forced 
Entry or Bullet Resistant Vision Lights. 
 Specifications indicate these are 
required as indicated on the drawings. 
 Reference Door Schedule plan sheet 
AS7.2.  We do not find where Forced 
Entry Doors or Vision Lights are 
required.  We do not find where ballistic 
Resistant Vision Lights are required.  If 
the products of this section are 
required, please indicate locations 
required by amendment to all bidders. 

See sheet AS7.2 Door and Window General 
Notes 9. and appendix B in the specifications. 

3 Reference plan sheet AS7.2 Glass 
Types.  Spandrel Units has a number 2 
inside a diamond shape.  What does 
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this #2 signify?   
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Section 22 05 19 specifies water 
meters, but we find no water meter 
required on the utility plan CU4.1.  If a 
water meter is required, please clarify 
by amendment and identify where it is 
to be located. 

 
 
 
 
No water meter is required 

5 Section 23 09 23 Direct Digital Control 
Building Management System 
paragraph 1.1.B Alternate 1 states 
Remove Generator Monitoring.  If this is 
not correct, please clarify otherwise by 
amendment. 

Generator monitoring shall be included in the 
base bid with the generator installation. 

6 Section 23 09 23 Direct Digital Control 
Building Management System 
paragraph 1.1 Alternates conflicts with 
the bid form.  
            a.  Alternate 1 description in 
Section 23 09 23 indicates to delete the 
generator monitoring in Alternate #1.   
  Bid form indicates alternates are adds. 
 Should the generator and monitoring 
be removed from base bid and added to 
Alternate 1? (This would help in getting 
project within funding range).  Is this all 
work related to the generator or just the 
generator and monitoring itself? 
            b.  AHU serving the 2nd floor 
Labs is shown to be in the base bid, 
reference plan sheet MH5.2A ‘AHU-
BLUE’. Is this really Alternate #1? 
 Alternates are described as adds on 
the bid form.  Should the provision and 
installation of AHU-BLUE including 
controls for it be added in Alternate #1 
(not #2)? 
            c.  Should Alternate 3 
description in Section 23 09 23 indicate  
Add Controls and not Remove 
Controls? 
            d.  Should Alternate #4 
description in Section 23 09 23 be 
changed to Alternate #3 and be adds 
and not deducts? 
            e. Should Alternate #5 
description be added? 

Alternates should be additive.  Generator 
monitoring shall be part of the base bid 
generator installation.   
 
AHU-BLUE shall and associated controls be 
added to alternate #1 
 
Alternate #4 should be changed to alternate #3 
and be additive. 
 
Alternate #5 should include all necessary DDC 
controls and interlocks associated with the 
installation of a new RO/DI system for the new 
laboratories. 



  

7 Section 23 09 24 Laboratory Sequence 
of Operation paragraph 1.1.C Alternate 
descriptions do not agree with the bid 
form. 

Alternates should be additive and agree with 
23 09 23 

8 Steel framing around windows have 
conflicting requirements.  Plan sheet 
SS5.7 detail F5 differs from Physical 
Security Measures appendix paragraph 
2.3 in the specifications. We assume 
either is acceptable unless clarified 
otherwise by amendment. 

 Use sheet SS5.7 detail F5 

9 T1.01 Telecommunications Backbone 
Riser- NOTE1- States that the 
communications contractor is to furnish 
and install a 12 strand MM fiber in 1 ¼” 
Plenum Inner-duct, the fiber outlined in 
NOTE 1 on the diagram leading down 
to the OSP conduits and shows an 
arrow that states “OSP FACILITIES BY 
CONTRACTOR”. 
 
If OSP Facilities are required, please 
provide the following information to all 
bidders by amendment. 
a. What building is this 12 strand 
MM Fiber supposed to originate from? 
b. Is there an existing accessible 
underground conduit pathway with 
hand-holes at each 90 degree turns? 
c. If so, are the conduits empty or 
do they have existing cables inside of 
them? Are the conduits full or do they 
have enough room to add a fiber. 
d. Is there a drawing that you can 
provide that shows the map of the OSP 
layout? Will we need to provide fiber 
enclosures in an existing rack at the 
building that the fiber is originating from 
or will we need to provide a new rack? 

 
 a.  The 12 strand MM will terminate in 
the bldg. 205 main IDF room. 
 
b.  There is no underground work.  
Penetration into the new building with a 
sleeve and follow corridor to the main Bldg 
205 IDF. The existing building has cable tray. 
 
c.  No Underground Work 
 
d.  No existing SOP map required 
 
e.  Provide and install a new 1U Fiber 
Enclosure in an existing Rack.  If rack space 
is NOT available at time of installation, the VA 
IT Department will provide a Wall Mounted 
rack for installation by the contractor in the 
Bldg 205 IDF. 

10 Verify the following under section 23 09 
24 / 3.9.B titled validation.   
As the specs are currently written, the 
BAS/Controls system does not need to 
meet 21CFR Part 11 Compliance for a 
Validated Environment Control System.  
Please confirm with the engineer that 
this is correct. 

Verify the following under section 23 09 24 / 
3.9.B titled validation.   
As the specs are currently written, the 
BAS/Controls system does not need to meet 
21CFR Part 11 Compliance for a Validated 
Environment Control System.  Please confirm 
with the engineer that this is correct. The 
Contractor shall comply with 21 CFR that 
applies to all Federal Agencies. 

 

 

 
 

 
 



  

11 Verify the following under section 23 09 
24 / 3.9.B titled validation.   
Please verify that it is the BAS/controls 
contractor’s responsibility to create a 
validation test plan of the installed 
system.  Currently there is no sample 
test plan provided and we are assuming 
that this plan is to be created by us. 

Yes, 3.2B - Prepare and submit for approval 
a validation test plan including test 
procedures for the performance verification 
tests. 

12 Can the architect supply termination 
details for the below grade 
waterproofing? 

Waterproofing shall be installed per 
specification section 07 13 52 and 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 

13 Are there drainage board/protection 
boards or both next to the waterproofing 
at all locations? 

Yes, per specification section 07 13 52 
paragraph 3.3 

 


